
Garvie Greetings 

You do not have to go far from 

our gate to hear someone call-

ing for your attention.  It  can 

be the call of ‘White man’ but 

more often than not it is a call 

to worship from the local 

Mosque, or the beat of drums 

from a local church.  Amplifiers 

are a favoured possession of 

many churches and it is not 

difficult to find yourself tuning 

in to what is being broadcast 

from the small “zinc” roofed 

buildings. 

At the end of each month, 

many spend the early hours of 

what is known as “cross-over” 

in church.  Many words of re-

pentance and supplication can 

be overheard from the amplifi-

ers for the month ahead.   It 

has been a challenge to us to 

live along side this and the 

chanting of local prayer hous-

es, pleading for healing in Je-

sus’ name.  As we continue to 

further understand the practices 

and beliefs of those around us, it 

is clear the response it not al-

ways straightforward.  It can be 

difficult to listen to a sermon 

which directs followers to call on 

God to blind the eyes of our 

enemies, and deal with those 

who would hinder our prosperity.  

Yet, in an environment where 

work is hard, the heat unrelent-

ing and oppressive structures in 

society hinder development and 

aid for those who need it, the 

cries of the needy are genuine, 

but their prayers and actions 

may be misguided by those who 

would seek to shepherd them. 

The courses taught at PACT 

seek to provide a balanced  

range of biblical and practical 

courses to help students under-

stand and address these chal-

lenges in ministry.  Clear gospel 

teaching is presented to breathe 

the grace of God into such situa-

tions.  It is hoped students will 

leave PACT equipped to serve 

their congregations better, 

Dandering along... 

Though we have only arrived 

back from holiday, we have 

managed to get stuck into the 

long list of things we would like 

to complete before we leave 

Ankpa around December.  

We really appreciated the gen-

erousity of supporters in help-

ing provide for our holiday and 

time of retreat with Mission 

Africa colleagues.   

 

As well as the ongoing work of 

the library catalogue, Donald 

has a full schedule of work to 

carry out, not possible when 

students are using the library.  

Preparations for the new term 

include the acquisition and ar-

rangement of new stock.   

Donald also hopes to provide 

some orientation materials for 

new students. 

 

The final countdown 
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Points for prayer 

Give thanks for... 

 A refreshing holiday 
and time with col-
leagues 

 Safe travel for us and 
Robbie and Margaret 
Toop (Scottish Mobi-
liser) around Nigeria 

 Encouragements from 
Scripture as we seek  
guidance for our fu-
ture 

Please pray for... 

 Constructive discussion 
regarding our next 
steps 

 Those seeking God in 
the difficulties of life, 
that they may know 
Jesus better 

 Staff and student prep-
arations for the new 
term 

 That we may finish our 
term in Ankpa well, to 
God’s glory  

 Various aspects of our 
return to Northern 
Ireland: accommoca-
tion, car, school, 
medical checkups , 
winter woolies etc. 

through addressing needs 

in a biblically  guided man-

ner, aware of the harm that 

can be done by false teach-

ing.   

One highlight of our trips to 

Abuja is to be able to wor-

ship God with a small inter-

national congregation that 

meets in a hotel.  It is so 

refreshing for us to engage 

fully with what is going on, 

and to be able to benefit 

from truthful preaching.   

How encouraging for us to 

be reminded that, like the 

Phillipians, (Chapter One) 

there are those remember-

ing us, praying for us and 

partnering with us in the 

gospel.  That ..... he who 

began a good work in us 

will carry it on to completion 

until the day of Christ (v6) 

and that as we seek God’s 

leading in what our next 

steps should be in these 

coming months, that we can 

pray for …  love that 

abounds more in knowledge 

and depth of insight, to be 

able to discern what is 

best… to the glory and 

praise of God. (v9-11) 

National Mosque, Abuja 



Having been recently 

asked how easy it is to get 

books for the library, the 

children and Ruth finally 

learnt the reality of the 

answer to this question.  

Not a simple Saturday 

afternoon drive to the 

nearest bookseller.   

Leaving Ankpa, we began 

the 20 hour round trip to 

Jos (thankfully not all in 

one day!).  Our journey 

involved several unsched-

uled stops to check bus 

papers, queue for petrol 

and deal with travel sick-

ness, so not as straight 

forward as hoped.   

While, our time in Jos was 

restricted somewhat due to 

the security situation, Don-

ald was still able to spend 

two days at Africa Christian 

Textbooks (ACTS) ware-

house to obtain a variety of 

titles for the library, and 

attempt to purchase the 

long list of personal re-

quests from students una-

ble to get particular books 

locally, or even regionally. 

Using the kind donations 

given by supporters over 

the past year, over 200 

books were able to be 

purchased and packed 

into the back of our well 

travelled minibus.  After 

a change of break pads 

and stop off in Abuja for 

a bounce on some 

bouncy castles, we 

headed home to unpack! 
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The story behind the picture 

many greetings brought 

with them, and to be re-

minded of the wider Mis-

sion Africa family.  We 

look forward to sharing 

with you while on deputa-

tion (Jan -  May 2016) in 

the new year.   

Whistle stop tours 

We had a lovely time with 

Robbie and Margaret 

Toop during their whistle 

stop tour of Mission Africa 

ministries in Nigeria.  It 

was of great encourage-

ment to us to have so 
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Robbie and Margaret Toop with  
Rev. S. E. A. Ogwo, new Administra-

tor of Holley Memorial Hospital 

If you would like us to visit with you, your church or 

group during this time, please email Ruth regarding 

dates.  


